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THERE IS NO PROPOSED BAN ON THE U.S. AMPHIBIAN TRADE;
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IS ONLY PLANNING TO ASK YOUR OPINION!
The Amphibian Ark has received a number of emails/calls concerning rumors of a ban on
amphibian trade in the U.S. Below we outline the facts, the implications, the
opportunities for you, and our official position so that our US partners and fans can make
informed decisions for themselves. We hope that you find this information useful, and
we welcome your feedback (KevinZ@AmphibianArk.org).

The Facts About Disease and Commerce:
•
•
•
•

Infections with Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis (Bd) and ranavirus can be deadly for
amphibians; Bd alone has already affected over 350 species and caused the decline or
extinction of about 200 of them (1-2).
Although both diseases are already widespread, they occur in regional strains that can
affect amphibians differently (3-17), i.e., the potential remains for these diseases to do
much more harm with further spread.
Trade plays an unequivocally significant role in spreading both diseases (6, 8, 14, 16,
18-25).
While amphibian trade into, out of, and within the US is considerable (14, 16, 19-20,
23-27), there are currently no regulations to minimize the risk of spreading disease.

The Facts About Proposed Changes in Regulation:
In May 2008, the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) declared infections
with Bd and ranavirus as ‘notifiable diseases’ as a first step to promoting global
monitoring and control (22). Countries that are members of the OIE are advised to
report semi-annually on the status of notifiable diseases in their country and what
they are doing to control them. The OIE does make recommendations regarding
control, but details and implementation of regulation are left to the individual member
countries. Although the US is a member of the OIE, it did not take immediate action
following the OIE’s 2008 declaration.
• On 9 September 2009, Defenders of Wildlife filed petitions with the US Department
of the Interior and the US Department of Agriculture encouraging them to follow the
advice of the OIE and take some action to regulate (not ban) amphibian trade in an
effort to reduce the spread of disease, although specific details of how such regulation
would be implemented (e.g., mandatory pre-shipment testing) have not yet been
detailed.
• In response to having been petitioned, the USFWS recently announced their intention
to publish a notice in the Federal Register, perhaps within the next 2 months.
•
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Although this announcement has created a stir among hobbyists fearing an imminent
ban, there is no need to worry at this time. Publishing a notice in the Federal Register
does not represent enactment of new regulation; this is how the US government
invites public feedback on such petitions. The government simply wants to know
whether people think that regulating and reducing disease in the amphibian trade is a
good idea. Specific details of how regulation would be implemented, if it occurs,
would happen at a later date.
The Implications:
•

After the notice in the Federal Register receives feedback, new regulation may
eventually be written to detail the exact requirements (e.g., mandatory pre-shipment
testing, how many, how often, etc.). Based on past experience, the time between
publication in the Register and creation of new regulation is in years. That new
regulation might lead to 2 outcomes. First, the trade of amphibians into, out of, and
within the US could involve an extra step (disease testing for certification) and
associated extra cost, but will otherwise continue as it always has. Similar regulation
exists to regulate trade in salmonid fish, also to control the spread of disease, and
trade has not ceased. Second, the spread of these diseases will be reduced, leading to
healthier animals in captivity and in the wild. However, this is speculation until we
see if new regulation is proposed and what details it contains.

The Opportunity:
•

After the notice is published in the Federal Register, you will have time (typically 6090 days) to comment, giving the government your feedback on whether disease
should be regulated and reduced in the amphibian trade. This is an important part of
the process and the more feedback the government receives, the more informed
subsequent decisions will be. If you also have strong feelings about what the new
regulation should (or should not) be, this is an opportunity to be heard. But primarily,
they will likely be asking whether you want to see a reduction of disease in the
amphibian trade.

The AArk’s Position:
•

We will comment in the Federal Register (and encourage our partners to do the same)
that regulation to effectively reduce the role of amphibian trade in spreading disease
can only be a good thing for captive and wild amphibians. We will then encourage
development of some forum where experts and stakeholders can get together for
productive discussion of whether, and exactly how, regulation might effectively
diminish disease in the trade. But the first step is to let the government know that you
think that reducing disease in the amphibian trade is a good thing!
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For further reading, we highly recommend: www.int-res.com/articles/dao2009/special/fungus/fungpp7.pdf
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